
Welcome to Year 1 Parents 
Phonics Screening Check 

Meeting

Date: 21.01.25

Led by Mrs Coffie (Assistant Headteacher)



Agenda

What is it?
 How is it scored?
How would it be reported?
What happens if your child doesn’t pass?
How is the school preparing pupils?
 How can parents help their children prepare at 
home?
Q&A time



Reading Change Everything



Phonics/Reading in Year 1
• Daily 45minutes Phonics teaching and learning

• Daily phonics interventions -1:1tutoring for targeted pupils

• Daily Whole Class Reading(WCR)-45minutes

• Daily Read Aloud sessions-15mins

• Daily whole class interventions- teaching to read longer words

• RWI Phonics videos shared with children every Friday-Weduc, Marvellous Me 

• Oxford Owl story books

• BUG club online reading

• Book bag books-black and white books, story books

• Library books

• Regular assessments to challenge them further and close identified gaps

• Additional interventions to prepare for the checks-daily fast-paced 5 minutes blast in the 
morning and 10 minutes blast in the afternoon



Phonics lessons



What is Phonics Screening Check?

•The Phonics Screening Check is a word reading 
test at the end of year 1.

•Children read 40 words.



Who is it for?

•All children in Year 1 throughout the 
country will be taking part in a phonics 
screening check in June.



Why do the children have to 
be tested?

The Phonics Screening Check is designed to 
confirm whether individual children have 
learned phonic decoding and blending skills to 
an appropriate standard.



When is the test?

The test will start week beginning 
Monday 9th June 2025.

Please ensure that your child is in 
school during this week and on time.



The Test

• The test contains 40 words. They consist of a list of 20
Real words and 20 Nonsense words (alien words)

• The Nonsense words are shown with pictures of aliens so 
that the children will know they are nonsense words

• Each child will sit one-to-one and read each word aloud to 
their adult

• The test takes approximately 10 minutes, but the 
screening takes as long as the child needs



What are Nonsense or alien 
words?

These are words that are phonically 
decodable but are not actual or words with an 
associated meaning. Example brip, snorb.

Nonsense words are included in the check 
specifically to assess whether your child can 
decode a word using phonics skills and not 
their memory.



What happens if a child struggles 
with the screening check?

•The screening check will identify children who 
have phonic decoding skills below the 
expected level for end of Year 1 and for those 
who need support.

•The school will provide extra help for children 
who do not pass the checks to prepare them 
to re-take the test in Year 2.



Is there a pass mark?

The check is not about passing or failing but checking

that appropriate progress is being made.

It ensures that teachers understand which children need 
support with decoding.

If children do not reach the required standard, then the 
teacher will be in touch with parents to discuss plans and 
offer additional needed support to ensure that your child 
can catch up.

In previous tests, 32/40 indicates that the child is working 
at the expected standard. It may change this year.



How would the results of the screening 
be used?

The school will inform you of your child’s 
progress in Phonics and how he or she 
has performed in the screening Check 
towards the end of the summer term in 
July.

The school will also report your child’s 
results to the Local Authority.



Let’s watch a summary of the test 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-2024-
materials

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3ImrUwhzHc

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-2024-materials
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3ImrUwhzHc


How can you help your child at home?

Reading aloud to your children is a gift that will 
last a lifetime. 
By Maya Angelou, author and poet



How can you help your child at home?

• Practise reading sounds speedily.

• Help your child to use ‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’ to read 
words.

• Watch the Virtual Classroom clips together.

• Ask class teachers for more books to read

• Visit libraries

• Let your child see you enjoy reading. They are influenced by 
you and what you do! Immerse your child in a love 
of reading.



Phonics games and stories
▪ Ruth Miskin Parents’ Page: https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/

▪ Ruth Miskin Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education

▪ Free e-books for home reading: http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/

▪ https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/#lg=1&slide=0

▪ https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/advice-for-parents/reading-at-home/phonics made-easy/

▪ http://www.ictgames.com/literacy.html

▪ https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zgkw2hv/year/zjpqqp3

▪ http://bogglesworldesl.com/phonics_monsters.htm

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/
https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/#lg=1&slide=0
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/advice-for-parents/reading-at-home/phonics%20made-easy/
http://www.ictgames.com/literacy.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zgkw2hv/year/zjpqqp3
http://bogglesworldesl.com/phonics_monsters.htm


https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parentsandcarers/



https://www.ruthmiskin.com/programmes/phonics/phonics-
screening-check/



Most importantly…….

DO NOT put pressure on your 
child.

Make their learning fun!

Thank you.



Question time


